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Evaluate herd health
while on the go

MSD Animal Health has launched its
new free mobile apps that assist
swine veterinarians and farmers in
maintaining healthy herds and pro-
ductive farms. These innovative
tools complement the company’s
popular ResPig and ReproPig web-
sites, which provide veterinarians
and producers with help in identify-
ing areas of improvement while
managing the day-to-day demands
of their farms.
The new mobile apps provide the

same trusted tools previously avail-
able on the websites but without
the worry of having reliable internet
access all of the time. Customers
will now have the ability to manage
their workforce and facilities in a
handheld device. 
The apps allow for the ability to

audit on-farm management and ani-
mal health processes; maximise
reproductive life-cycles; evaluate
costs and benefits, and receive cus-
tomised farm-level recommenda-
tions and action plans. 
Producers can use the platforms

on iPads at farms where Wi-Fi is not
always available without the fear of
losing information that has not been
saved.
Once connected to the internet,

the apps will automatically sync to
the online website platforms, ensur-

ing all data and reports are stored
for future use, making it easier to
share with veterinarians and MSD
Animal Health contacts for tailored
health plans.

merck-animal-health.com 

Norel sells
probiotics business

Norel have signed a purchase agree-
ment for the sale of their probiotics
business to Evonik Industries. The
agreement sees Evonik acquiring
Norel’s probiotics product portfolio
as well as the company’s site in
Leon, Spain. The business will be
integrated into Evonik’s Animal
Nutrition Business Line.
“Norel has been working on probi-

otic products for the last 25 years,
and taken these from their develop-
ment stage straight through to com-
mercialisation. 
“That is something we are very

proud of and we are pleased that
our probiotics business has found a
new home and future within
Evonik,” Francisco Moral, Managing
director of Norel, told International
Pig Topics. 
Norel’s probiotics business gives

Evonik access to this product range
and to more than 20 markets includ-
ing the European market. 

norel.net

high quality animal feed in Russia,
Lesaffre-Phileo, for the first time
ever, is transferring its unique tech-
nology knowledge to produce
Actisaf in Russia. Previously, Actisaf
was only manufactured at Lesaffre
Marcq-en-Baroeul’s production
plant in France. 400 million rubles
have been invested in this new
industrial equipment.
“We know that Russia has the

potential and the desire to signifi-
cantly increase its livestock produc-
tion,” Frédérique Clusel, General
Manager of Phileo, told Internat-
ional Pig Topics.
“Previously Actisaf was imported

but now, with our complete range
of feed additive solutions and local
production, we are well-placed to
become the key reliable partner for
progressive Russian farmers.”

phileo-lesaffre.com 

Lesaffre is continuing
to diversify in the
field of animal nutri-

tion, health and well-being and has
invested in a new facility dedicated
to the production of Actisaf live
yeast at Voronezh Drojjie produc-
tion plant in Russia.
The new facility, which com-

menced production at the start of
this year and has now been officially
opened, is mainly dedicated to the
production of live yeast for animal
nutrition and health. 
The extension allows Voronezh

Drojjie to achieve annual produc-
tion exceeding 20,000 tons of dry
yeast, becoming the largest yeast
manufacturer in Russia and one of
the most important in Central and
Western Europe.
To better support its customers

and to facilitate the development of

New facility in Russia
Intensive indoor pig production is the
most productive and economic means of
raising pigs; however, large quantities of
manure produced as part of this intensive
farming practice raises environmental
concerns. Pig production is responsible
for approximately 15% of total
atmospheric ammonia emissions
associated with livestock production
(Olivier et al., 1998).

The build-up of noxious gases such as
ammonia in confined conditions can lead
to adverse effects on the growth, health
and welfare of the animal. The reduction
of ammonia production has been shown
to promote a healthier and more
productive growth environment. 

Historically, producers have used
management practices such as
ventilation or cost effective antibiotic use
to manage or reduce the production of
these harmful gases. However,
government regulations have focused on
the withdrawal of in-feed antibiotics in
some countries and consumer pressure
is accelerating this withdrawal in others. 

Direct-fed microbials that influence the
availability of substrate for gut microbiota
within the pig’s intestinal tract have the
potential to reduce the production of
noxious gases from pig manure offering
an alternative approach to addressing
environmental concern associated with
pig manure.

A study conducted by Prenafeta-Boldú
et al. (2016) explored the potential of a 3-
strain Bacillus spp. (direct-fed microbial
product) to reduce the emission of
environmentally harmful gases from pig
manure (such as methane, ammonia and
hydrogen sulphide) when included in pig
diets.

The inclusion of this Bacillus product
(3×108CFU/g) at 250mg/kg and
500mg/kg significantly decreased
methane and ammonia volatilisation
(conversion from liquid to gas) by 40%
and 50% respectively, compared to the
control (P<0.05). 

In this study, the dietary supplementation
of Bacillus spp. had minor effects on the
microbial composition of manure;
however, there was a significant
reduction in the organic matter and in
particular protein in the manure as a
result of the direct-fed microbial
treatment (P<0.05).  
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The fibre content of the manure also
decreased upon direct-fed microbial
supplementation by 21% and 31%
respectively when the direct-fed microbial
was added at 250 and 500mg/kg, while
volatile fatty acids concentration tended
to increase. 

These findings indicate that the direct-fed
microbial product was able to enhance
fibre degradation in the animal’s gut and
increase the production of volatile fatty
acids which can be used as an energy
source by the animal as well as
conferring other health benefits. 

This research demonstrates the
additional benefits that direct-fed
microbials offer within animal nutrition. 

Their ability to influence substrate
availability for microbial fermentation can
lead to a variety of benefits for pig
production including the reduction of
emissions of harmful gases into the
atmosphere. 

Direct-fed microbials are becoming
increasingly more important today in
markets where there is great pressure to
remove antibiotic supplementation in
animal diets while still maintaining
performance and managing the
environmental impact. 
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